The Discernment Journey

Note: the step numbers in the circles below correspond to the Discernment Process Steps on the website

Individual Discernment: Discerner meets
with Spiritual Director, Sponsoring Priest

and others for initial conversations

Priest agrees to form CDC
Attend DIG
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Discernment Committee (CDC) for one
year, to discern call for further ministry
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Congregational Discernment:
e Discerner meets with Congregational
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Interview with Bishop and Retreat with
COM: Discerner meets with the Bishop
and Commission on Ministry (COM).

Diocesan Discernment Year (DDY):

Discerner explores ministry opportunities
in a new congregation; meets with new
CDC to refine focus on further ministry

direction. COMPanion & cohort meetings.

COM and Bishop Approval
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Next Steps Conference: Discerner
meets with COM and Bishop.
Seminary begins after this step, if not
already complete.
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COM and Bishop Approval COMpanion from COM.
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( Discerner applies for Candidacy )

Candidacy Interview: Discerner
meets with Commission on Ministry
and Bishop
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Candidacy: Discerner completes
Seminary and formation; takes
( COM and Bishop Approval ) General Ordination Examinations
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Receive degree, pass exam

Final Recommendation:
Standing Committee, and Bishop @

make final recommendation.
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Ordination: Candidates for priesthood
and diaconate are both ordained as
Deacons. Transitional Deacons spend
six months in a Congregational setting
before final ordination to Priesthood.

Bishop, Standing Com. approval
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Lay Ministry Discernment: At any step of the way, the Discerner and advisors may conclude
that the Discerner will pursue Lay Ministry options rather than ordination.
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